






























Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Curriculum Change Proposal Form 

College Name: Arts and Sciences Department Name: Biology 
ltem(s) to be considered by the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: (please check all spaces relevant to this proposed 
change) 
D Proposed New Course(s)-attach one page syllabus 
D Addition Of/Change in Course Fee 
D Cross Listing of Course 
D Inactivation of Course 
D Merger of Major/Option/Concentration!M inor 
0 Revised Course Number/Title/Credit/Prerequisite 
D Other 

D 
D 
~ 
D 
D 
D 

Change in Course Description 
*New Major/Option/Concentration/Minor 
Revised Major/Option/Concentration/Minor 
New/Revised Certificate Program 
Revised Admission Requirement 
Editorial Change 

Will this proposal result in the need for a Revised Faculty Roster Form? Yes D No ~ 
lfyes, for whom: __ 

Will the change require additions or deletions to the Major's Course List? Yes D No ~ 
List courses that will be added or deleted for EACH major affected by the curriculum change (see current 
Major's Courses List). Include major, course number, and title (e.g., "Add to Biology and Marine Biology- BI 
498 Study of Pelagic Birds. __ 

Brief Description and Rationale - (1) include catalog course prefix, proposed number, credit hours, title, description, 
prerequisite, if any; (2) include relevant information concerning UNA's mission and goals, student learning oge_ortunities; 
impact on existing programs and financial im lications (you must attach a co_py of the current catalog age(§) with all 
suggested changes made using the Guidelines and Style Manual) : 

The Department of Biology proposes the following changes to the requirements for the Environmental Biology Option. 
This proposal was precipitated by changes made in prerequisite courses in the Department of Geography, a review of 
student course selection, and a review of job prospects for students in this option. 

1. Drop the requirement of 8 hours of General Physics (PH 241/242). While these courses are valuable for all biology 
majors, the deletion of these hours will "make room" for additional hours in Earth Science or Geography that are 
considered to be even more valuable for Environmental Biology students. 

2. Replace the choice of a block of three courses from Industrial Hygiene with a choice of five courses from Earth 
Science. Neither the Environmental Biology advisor nor the biology chair can recall the selection (in recent memory) 
of the Industrial Hygiene block by Environmental Biology students. The Industrial Hygiene block in the current 
Environmental Biology Option requires 9-10 hours. These will be replaced with ES 245 ( 4) (Mineralogy), ES 330 (3) 
(Meteorology), ES 375 (3) (Technology and the Environment), ES 431 (3) (Structural Geology), and ES 431L (1) 
(Structural Geology Laboratory). This block would increase by 4 hours (to 14 hours) (made feas ible by the deletion of 
8 hours in Physics), and would be similar to the proposed 16 hour block for the Certificate in Geographic Information 
Systems (see below). Environmental Biology students already take seven hours in Earth Science, and by choosing this 
block would increase their concentration in this area. 

3. Expand the Geography block to require completion ofthe Certificate in Geographic Information Systems. The 
Geography block in the current Environmental Biology Option requires 10 hours, including GE 384 (Geographic 
lnformation Systems). A recent change in the prerequisites forGE 384 includes GE 325 (Cartography), which is not 
included in the current block of 10 hours. Without any changes on the part of the Department of Biology, this block 
would increase to 13 hours. The Certificate in GIS requires 16 hours, so its requirement would increase the number of 
hours required in the Geography block by 3 hours (made feasible by the deletion of 8 hours in Physics). 

4. Continuing to offer two blocks from which to choose in the Environmental Biology Option will maintain flexibility in 
course selection and professional development for students. 
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